APPENDIX V

[WELCOME SPEECH FROM THE CHAIRMAN, GENERAL LU CHAO.
MILITARY COMMANDER OF THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT OF
CHINA TO SIR S. RADHAKRISHNAN UNDER THE AUSPICES OF
THE ASSOCIATION OF BELIEVERS IN RELIGION IN CHINA.

GIVEN AT 3 P.M., MAY 12, 1944 IN THE MOHAMMEDAN
RESTAURANT, CHUNGKING]

It is really a great pleasure for us to have this reception this
afternoon under the auspices of the Association of Believers in
Religion in China in honour of our distinguished guest, the
eminent Indian scholar and philosopher, Sir S. Radhakrishnan, for
we have the privilege of seeing him and hearing from him as well

China's war of resistance will soon enter its 8th year. During
the years past the Chinese people have been fighting bitterly and
vigorously at the very front for safeguarding the righteousness
and peace of mankind. Though we are inferior to our enemy
in many things, yet we are never idle. We are very much indebted
to our good neighbour, India, for her great assistance to us both
spiritually and materially. Certainly it has been true that, since
the furious fire of invasion has been spread over the Far East and
over the whole world, the peace-loving nations would naturally
join hand in hand fighting against their common foe. But because
of the geographical contact of these two lands and also the reli-
gious and cultural intercourse of the two countries, China and
India can understand and sympathize with each other. Their
fortunes and misfortunes are mutually concerned during the time
of war; and they will share with each other both their pros-
perity and adversity after peace is obtained.

As we are approaching toward our final victory, there may
still be some people who suspect that whether or not the Chinese
nation is really an absolutely peace-loving people. Now,
Sir S. Radhakrishnan, as a philosopher and an executive who is.
in charge of a religious university and has travelled so extensively
both in Europe and in America, by his presence in our midst and
contact with our nationals, will verify this fact. Thus, this very
organization of believers in religion which brings together at
least some people of the four leading faiths in this country, namely,
the Buddhists, the Mohammedans, the Catholics and the Pro-
testants, is a symbol of harmony and peace. The Chinese people